August 11, 1975

To: Minister of the Revolutionary Armed Forces

From: Head of the Tenth Direction

RE: Report on visit to Angola

Report on the visit to Angola and on conversations sustained with Agostinho Neto, President of the MPLA and the Polit Buro of the MPLA, and head of the E.M. of the FALPA:

1. We arrived in Luanda, Angola on Sunday August 3rd, and made contact with the MPLA who promptly took us to a hotel. When President Neto heard we arrived, he sent to look for us, placing some of us in his home, and the others at the residence of another comrade. 

During the first conversation with Neto we sent greetings in the name of the Commander in Chief and the Minister of the Armed Forces, and gave him the present from the Commander in Chief along with the card and an explanation as to the motives of our visit. 

We based our explanation on the following points:

a) The petition formulated by the MPLA when they were visited by a delegation from our party and our government in the month of January and thereafter in Mozambique the one raised by Cheito, Head E.M. of the FALPA. 

b) In these petitions there existed a certain contradiction, in the January visit they asked for material aid and preparation of troops in Cuba and in Angola, and later in Mozambique they asked for troop preparation to occur only in Cuba. 

c) That we came to visit the actual situation in order to properly assess what our aid should consist of, taking into account the aggression on the part of the FNLA and of Mobutu to the MPLA and the possible development of future actions until independence in the month of November. That we knew that the reactionaries and the imperialists would try all possible methods to avoid having the forces of the MPLA take power, since this would mean having a progressive government in Angola, and based on this situation we brought militant solidarity from the Commander in Chief, our party and government. We also gave them the one hundred thousand dollars. 

In this conversation they also complained of the little amount of aid from the Campo Socialista, and if the Campo Socialista wouldn’t help them, it wouldn’t help anyone, since they represent the most progressive forces, while the Imperialists, Mobutu [excised] help the FNLA with resources. They also complained that the USSR detained aid to them in 1972, even though they told us that they are now helping with arms, but it’s very little compared with their vast needs. In general, he wants to make the situation in Angola a vital issue between the systems of Imperialism and Socialism in order to obtain aid from the whole Socialist Camp. We consider that he is right on this issue since at this point in Angola the sides are clearly defined, the FNLA and UNITA represent the international Imperialist forces and the Portuguese reaction, and the MPLA represents the progressive and nationalist forces. 

We agreed to see each other again the next day since we needed to get more precise facts, numbers, etc. from the petitions they had already formulated. 

[Excised]

We consider that he has the strong support of the people, who find themselves organized and ready to fight even though they lack arms, provisions, or camping equipment. We believe that we must help them directly or indirectly to solve this situation which definitely entails having the people resist against the reactionaries and the international imperialists.

Revoltionarily,

Raúl Díaz Arguelles

Leader of the Tenth Direction 

Note: Annexed is the last petition written by the directive of the MPLA.

